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The Voter 
News for LWV Minneapolis Members and Friends  

In early 2016, the chair of the Charter Commis-
sion for the City of Minneapolis, Barry Clegg, 
approached LWVMpls about its position(s) on 
the Board of Estimate and Taxation (BET). At 
issue was the question of whether the LWVMpls 
might support a charter change to add a sev-
enth member to the BET. This study topic will 
be discussed in April. 

The Board of Estimate and Taxation's function 
is to set maximum tax levy rates and approve 
bond sales for various City and Park Board tax 
funds. Before 2010, the BET also handled the 
City's internal audit function, but that role is now 
served by the Internal Audit Department, with 

Small Government Entity under the Microscope Again 

April Topic 

oversight provided by a six-member Audit Com-
mittee. 

This is not the first time that LWVMpls has 
weighed in on the function of the BET. 

In 2006, LWVMpls completed a comprehensive 
study of government structure in the City of Min-
neapolis. LWVMpls then adopted a position that 
the BET be abolished and that the Mayor and 
City Council take over the duties performed by 
the BET in accordance with the study, Minnea-
polis Government: Balancing Act II. 
(cura.umn.edu/sites/cura.advantagelabs.com/
files/publications/P2006-2.pdf) 

In a 2009 referendum, Minneapolis voters were 
asked "Should the City of Minneapolis adopt a 
change in its charter to the composition of the 
Board of Estimate and Taxation so that the 
Board's membership consists of the members of 
the City Council, with the actions of the Board 
subject to the powers and duties of the 
Mayor?" (Charter Amendment No. 168) The 
measure failed. 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.cura.umn.edu/sites/cura.advantagelabs.com/files/publications/P2006-2.pdf
http://www.cura.umn.edu/sites/cura.advantagelabs.com/files/publications/P2006-2.pdf
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From the President 
Dot Lilja, Co-president 

The League of Women Voters is 
growing—all around the country. 
Minneapolis has seen a 25 per-
cent increase from last year. 
Women want to participate in the 
political process, but many do not 
know where to turn. LWV is one 
of the few “good government” 

groups out there seeking to protect the vote, stop 
voter suppression, support fair redistricting and 
promote active participation in government. Our 
counterparts include Common Cause, which is 
currently focused on redistricting, and the Minne-
sota Women’s Consortium, which supports many 
groups seeking legislation for “the common good.” 
As you have conversations with women about po-
litical action, help them connect! Suggest websites 
to explore. Invite them to a LWV event or unit. 
Help them find their place. 

I know many of you are sensitive to the conflict of 
national security with civil liberties. Jeffrey Toobin’s 
The Nine: The Secret World of the Supreme Court 
is an interesting read. In the Rasul v. Bush opinion 
relating to prisoners at Guantanamo, Justice San-
dra Day O’Connor said, “It is during our most chal-
lenging and uncertain moments that our Nation’s 
commitment to due process is most severely 
tested; and it is in those times that we must pre-
serve our commitment at home to the principles for 
which we fight abroad.” This seems so relevant 
today when we see so many threats to the rule of 
law.  

I have been a member of LWVMpls for 50 years. I 
also enjoy the American Association of University 
Women (AAUW)-Minneapolis Branch, whose sup-
port of women’s issues coincides with ours. It also 
has a long history of creating social change 
through public policy efforts. A quote from the 
AAUW VP of Government Relations and Advocacy 
sounds like LWV! “Our work has always been po-
litical but has never been partisan … Democracy 
demands work every day of the year and hyper-
partisan rhetoric serves only to jeopardize the op-
portunities for reasonable consensus. We have 
established our priorities, and we will hold every 
elected official accountable.” Let us in LWV con-

LWV is where hands-on work to safeguard  
democracy leads to civic improvement. 

tinue to work for democracy and positive social 
change with AAUW, Common Cause and any oth-
ers who share our mission. And like AAUW, our 
values are non-negotiable—fairness, equality, in-
clusivity and opportunity. Let’s promote them! 

When you see an Action Alert from LWV, make a 
phone call. There are some serious legislative 
threats at both the state and national level. We 
need to prevent passage of bills threatening public 
education and the Affordable Care Act. We want to 
promote voting rights, medical insurance for be-
havioral health, racial equity, water quality and 
more. 

The LWVMN State Convention is Saturday, April 
28, 2017, in Bloomington, where the state program 
for study and action will be adopted for the next 
two years. Minneapolis has ten voting delegates, 
although any member is welcome to attend. Sev-
eral Minneapolis members will be attending the 
Legacy Luncheon and a Membership and Leader-
ship Development Workshop on Friday, April 27.  

Have you read Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance? It is 
worth your time. You may be introduced to a cul-
ture you never knew – Appalachians who live, be-
lieve, think and act very differently from you. And 
they vote!  

 

 

We the People 
 
Joan Higinbotham hosts a 

monthly half-hour program, 

We the People, following 

LWVMpls’ program calen-

dar. Watch as she inter-

views experts on the sub-

jects being studied each 

month. MTN Channel 16, Tuesdays at 7:30 

PM, and Sundays at 7 AM. 
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Nearly a century ago, by acting boldly, American suffragists changed the Constitution and altered the 
course of this country. They marched in the streets, engaged in civil disobedience, were jailed and force-
fed during hunger strikes. By acting up they secured women’s right to vote. However, they did not just 
win the battle, declare mission accomplished and rest on their laurels; they persisted. These brave 
women created the League of Women Voters to educate new voters and lobby on issues of importance. 
Women like Inez Milholland and Clara Ueland had vision and knew they could improve the country 
through hard work and perseverance. We celebrate that spirit of creativity with our spring fundraiser,  
Acting Up: From Vision to Fruition.  

Join us Thursday, May 11, 6 to 8:30 PM at Café Levain, 48th and Chi-
cago, to preview an exciting new theatrical project, bid on terrific auction 
items and act up with fellow members and friends. Attend, donate and 
support this event to assure we continue to provide bold leadership in this 
community. Tickets are only $45, including wine, beer and scrumptious 
appetizers, and are available online and from LWVMpls office.  

We are seeking creative ideas for the silent auction – please help by con-
tributing items to make this event profitable as well as fun! Questions? 
Contact Ellen Hughes, 763.374.9191.  

Acting Up for a Good Cause  

That referendum settled the issue of whether 
the BET should exist, but when the Minnea-
polis Library Board was subsumed by Henne-
pin County in 2008, the BET ended up with 
an even number of members. The six mem-
bers include the Mayor or designate, the City 
Council president, the chair of the Ways and 
Means/Budget Committee, a commissioner of 
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
(MPRB), and two members elected city-wide 
for four-year terms. 

Would an additional member better support 
the function of the BET? If there were an ad-
ditional member, how would it be assigned? 
Elected? Appointed? Representative of what 
entity? Are tie votes an issue? How does the 
BET function with an even number consti-
tuted as they are now? 

The study committee concluded that the cur-
rent composition of the BET was workable 
and did not need to change. It asks members 
to concur with that conclusion. But larger 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

questions were raised in these discussions: 
How transparent is city government? Is it ac-
countable? How do citizens have meaningful 
impact? 

The April unit meetings will be used to discuss 
these questions, the committee’s conclusions 
and ask for concurrence to be forwarded to the 
LWVMpls board. Perhaps a more in-depth re-
view of city government might be considered if 
there is sufficient member interest. 

~ Ginny Craig 

 

VISIT US ONLINE!! 
www.lwvmpls.org  

 
Also find us on Facebook, Twitter  

and LinkedIn  
  

http://www.lwvmpls.org
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Even though it was a cold and icy night, a 
crowd of about 50 came out on February 7 for 
the LWVMpls Civic Buzz event. Interest was 
high for the topic “Hazardous Freight/Rail 
Safety.” Presentations were given by State Rail 
Director Alene Tchourumoff, and Minnesota 
House member Frank Hornstein. A thoughtful 
question and answer period followed the 
speakers, and the evening ended with lively 
group discussions. Both Tchourumoff and 
Hornstein enlightened the group on rail safety. 
We learned that “knowledge is power” and we 
should be concerned about high hazard freight 
trains.  

Tchourumoff stated ”Minnesota is a rail-rich 
state.” In miles of trackage, Minnesota ranks 
eighth largest in the country, creating statewide 
safety concerns. She emphasized the state’s 
approach to rail safety is that the state should 
not compete with the railroads for safety work. 
Rather, the state’s role is to monitor and make 
sure the railroads are doing their job and to 
complement the railroad’s work.  

State rail director is a new position created by 
Governor Dayton’s 2016 Executive Order on 
freight rail safety. In her new position, Tchouru-
moff coordinates and does planning with nine 
state agencies and local governments. For ex-
ample, this year she coordinated a crude oil 
training exercise for first responders and local 
government representatives in Stevens, Minne-
sota.  

Both speakers emphasized that disaster train-
ing is an important part of rail safety. To this 
point, the Governor’s proposed 2017-2018 

bonding budget includes improvements to Camp 
Ripley for a comprehensive real-time full scale dis-
aster training facility.  

We were fortunate to have with us Rep. Hornstein. 
He pointed out that 326,000 Minnesota residents 
live within the half-mile “blast zone” near the rail-
road tracks. He gave us a run-down of the 2014 Oil 
Transportation bill which he hopes to strengthen in 
this legislative session. Specifically, his proposed 
bill will include additional rail inspectors, greater 
transparency, including a “worst-case scenario dis-
aster plan” from the railroads, more railroad liability/
insurance information and increasing railroad as-
sessments. Rep. Hornstein's bill, HF2280, was in-
troduced on March 9.  

Following our two speakers’ presentations, the in-
formative question and answer time included the 
following topics: community education, railroad-
street crossing issues, co-location, railroad insur-
ance and liability, training of first responders, fund-
ing for safety improvements and training, use and 
construction of tank cars, strengthening rules and 
regulations, pollution clean-up and costs.  

Hazardous freight/rail safety is a statewide issue 
affecting residents in cities, towns and greater Min-
nesota. The answers and solutions to the partici-
pant’s questions present many challenges. Several 
action items were mentioned. Residents must be-
come more aware of hazardous freight trains and 
more involved as advocates for better rail safety. 
Watch for news of the Governor’s upcoming 
agenda for transportation improvements and the 
Governor’s bonding bill for transportation funding, 
as well as the Hornstein bill on rail safety.  

Note: The UpTake made a video recording of the 
February 7 Civic Buzz meeting. It covers both pres-
entations, the question and answer period, and 
concludes with a short interview with Rep. Horn-
stein. Total time is 1 hour, 8 minutes. To view the 
video online, go to: vimeo.com/203183981.  

~ Catherine Dorr and Judy Palm  

February Civic Buzz Recap: Hazardous Freight/Rail Safety  

https://vimeo.com/203183981
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Step Up to the Plate  

The Nominations Committee is seeking candi-
dates for a variety of positions in LWVMpls. 
Some are leadership positions, such as presi-
dent and board members. Others are seasonal 
or jobs that can be done from home; still others 
are one-time assists for occasional projects. All 
are important in helping LWVMpls fulfill its mis-
sion. 

If you are willing to lend a hand, or if you know 
someone who would be just right for president 
or particular board or committee position, 
please call a Nominating Committee member: 
Jeanne Beccone, Kate Donahue, Marion Hall, 
Jean Egerman, Sally Pundt or Barb Kimer. We 
welcome your help and suggestions. 

~ Marion Hall 

 

 

March Civic Buzz:  

Substance Abuse  

On Tuesday, March 
7, Civic Buzz atten-
dees heard William 
Moyers, Vice Presi-
dent of Public Affairs 
and Community Re-
lations for Hazelden 
Betty Ford Founda-
tion, share his per-
sonal experience 
with addiction.  

As a chronic disease, addiction cannot be 
cured but it can be managed (put in remis-
sion). We all have a role to play. Suggestions 
included:  

 Call legislators and City Council  
members to push for recovery halfway 
housing. 

 Advocate for recovery housing to be 
spread throughout the community. 

 Push for a five cent per drink tax that 
would be dedicated to addiction treat-
ment. 

And, most important, talk to our children and 
grandchildren about what we have learned 
about addiction. Something we all can do!  

Contact the LWVMpls office if you would like 
to receive further background information on 
Behavioral Health: Substance Abuse that 
was prepared for the March unit meetings. 

(photo courtesy of Pam Telleen)  

There will be no Civic Buzz in April, as some 
precinct caucuses will take place on the first 
Tuesday (April 4). Civic Buzz will resume on 
the first Tuesday of May, and will also be held 
in June and August. 

Contact your political party's office for precinct 
caucus locations and times.  
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New Member, A Lifelong Activist  

 

Unit 1 
South Minneapolis  
Second Monday, 7:15 PM  
Contact Lindsey Thomas, 612.824.4489  

  

Unit 11  
Southwest Minneapolis  
Second Tuesday, 7:15 PM  
Contact Jane Papageorgiou, 612.824.2180 
or Janet Gendler, 612.920.3567 

  

Unit 25/29  
Southeast/Northeast Minneapolis  
Fourth Tuesday, 7 PM  
Contact Susan Anderson, 612.331.1117 or 
Kate Donahue, 612.378.9538 
 

 

Unit 48  
South/North/Uptown/Downtown Minneapolis  
Third Monday, 7 PM  
Contact Jennifer Johnson, 612.377.6084 

  

Unit 53  
West of Downtown  
Third Tuesday  
Social 7:30 PM, Meeting 8 PM  
Contact Susan Verrett, 612.377.7447 or 
Evelyn Anderson, 612.377.2162 
  
 

 

 
 

Looking for Lively Conversation?  
LWVMpls units meet in member homes or public places for lively discussions  

of current LWV issues. Members and guests are welcome at any unit.  
Call the listed contacts or the LWVMpls office for more details. 

Talk about jumping in with both feet! Anita 
Newhouse, from the time I met her in Novem-
ber, came to a unit meeting, attended Civic 
Buzz, became a member of LWVMpls, partici-
pated in program planning, and volunteered to 
work at a candidate meeting.  

A political science major from St. Olaf, 
Newhouse says she has always been an ac-
tive person. She has worked on political cam-
paigns, worked with Americus, Second 
Change MN, Land Stewardship and programs 
to end homelessness.  

She and several friends once spent a day at 
the capitol and helped get a bill passed allot-
ting money for a transition program for drug 
offenders coming into and later leaving prison. 
A success, I’d call it. 

She admires LWV’s emphasis on voting rights 
and seeks to promote voter information in high 
schools. In fact, she would like to see a govern-
ment proficiency exam for high school students 
so that when they’re eligible to vote, they’ll be 
well versed in how government works. 

With a degree in elementary education, New-
house taught second grade for several years, 
after which she worked as a florist, handling pri-
vate parties. Currently she works as a care coor-
dinator for a holistic chiropractic clinic, and is 
finishing up her licensure as an occupational 
therapist. 

A mother of three adult children, she lives in a 
one-hundred-year-old house in south Minneapo-
lis. Welcome, Anita! 

~ Marion Hall  
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Laura Austrian 

Sue Danielson-Bretheim 

Mama Haise 

Colleen Moffatt Kimer 

Erin Mills 

Patricia Nolan 

Janet Plotsker 

La Shella Sims  

Welcome New Members 
(February 2017) 

 

Seeking Donations for 
May 11 Fundraiser 

 

We need your help to make this event a suc-
cess.  Please consider donating items/
services for our silent and live auctions. You 
can donate by yourself or join with several 
others to create an interesting basket. 
 
Here are some suggestions: 
 
Fill a bountiful basket! Wine/cheese; gar-
dening; chef/food; eco-friendly supplies; 
crockpot with recipes and soup mixes; pam-
per yourself; foreign country specialties (Unit 
48 is creating a Mexican basket); Bundt pan 
filled with baking utensils and ingredients;  
art/craft supplies for kids. 
 
Do you have a talent? Can you (or some 
one you know) bake, knit, quilt, or create pot-
tery or other art? Share your original work. 
 
Can you offer a fun experience? Consider: 
use of your cabin for a weekend, an afternoon 
ride on your pontoon, a dinner for some LWV 
members at your home, game night, a cook-
ing lesson, cocktail hour with a local author or 
public figure.  
 
For questions or more information, please 
contact Ellen Hughes (ellen_hughes@  
comcast.net) or Jennifer Johnson 
(jenj@mnmicro.net).  

Thank You  
Voter Volunteers 

Thank You Donors 
(Those who have made contributions  

in February 2017) 

Erin Mills 

Sandra Hull 

Hema Viswanathan 

Marilyn Dean 

Kara Skahen 

Jennifer Johnson 

Lynn Pepple 

Julia Wallace 

mailto:ellen_hughes@comcast.net
mailto:ellen_hughes@comcast.net
mailto:jenj@mnmicro.net


 

 

League of Women Voters Minneapolis 
2801 21st Ave. S., Suite 250 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Phone: 612.333.6319 
Email: vote@lwvmpls.org 

Website: www.lwvmpls.org 

MISSION 

The League of Women Voters,  

a nonpartisan political organization,  

encourages informed and active  

participation in government, works to  

increase understanding of major policy  

issues, and influences public policy through 

education and advocacy. 

Marion Hall, Dot Lilja, Co-presidents 
 

We’re on the Web! 

www.lwvmpls.org 

Important Dates 

Saturday, April 1 
Deadline for May Voter  
Submissions and for Bess 
Mlnarik Nominations 
 
Tuesday, April 4 
Minneapolis Precinct  
Caucuses (No Civic Buzz)  
Check with your party for   
caucus times/locations  
 
Wednesday, April 19 
1 PM  
LWVMpls Board Meeting 
2801 21st Ave. S., #250 
 
 

LWVMpls Board of Directors 
 

 Marion Hall, Co-president 

 Dot Lilja, Co-president 

 Jean Egerman, Secretary  

 Nancy Witta, Treasurer 

 Karlynn Fronek, Past Co-president 
(Computer Issues) 

 Sandy Hull, Communications 

 Pam Telleen, Membership  

 Marilyn Dean, Newsletter Assignment 
Editor  

 Alice Moormann, Sustainability/Bylaws/ 
Financial Review  

 Nora Smyth, Voter Registration 

 Willow Kreibich, Voter Services  

 Sally Pundt, Voter Services  

SAVE THE DATE: 
Tuesday, May 2 
Next Civic Buzz  
 
Thursday, May 11 
Spring Fundraiser 
6 to 8:30 PM 
Café Levain  
 
Wednesday, June 14 
(please note date change)  
LWVMpls Annual Meeting 
The Woman’s Club 
 
 
 
 

LWVMpls Office Hours: 

For the next several months, please call ahead to 612.333.6319 
if you need to visit the office for any reason. We appreciate your 
flexibility as we are sharing our space. 


