
SELECTED LWVUS  AND LWVMN POSITIONS 
 

GOVERNMENT 

Promote an open governmental system that is representative, 

accountable, and responsive. 

  

VOTING RIGHTS  

LWVUS Position: Voting is a fundamental citizen right that must 

be guaranteed. (1982) 

  

ELECTION LAWS  

LWVUS Position: Promote the election of the President and Vice-

president by direct popular vote and abolish the electoral college; 

support uniform national voting qualifications and procedures for 

presidential elections. (1970, 1976)  

LWVMN Position: Support improvements in election laws 

regulating election procedures, voting and school district 

elections. 

…………………………………………………….. 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE  

LWVUS Position: Methods of financing political campaigns should 

ensure the public’s right to know, combat corruption and undue 

influence, enable candidates to compete more equitably for 

public office and allow maximum citizen participation in the 

political process. (Revised 1982)  

LWVMN Position: Support improvements in election laws 

regulating campaign practices.  

 

Details - Support: 

The public’s right to comprehensive disclosure of all political 
campaign contributions and expenditures: mandatory, timely, 

uniform and complete reports of campaign contributions and 

expenditures should be made to a central authority responsible for 

disseminating such information to the public; responsibility for 

reporting contributions to the candidate’s campaign and for 
reporting expenditures by the candidate and those made on the 

candidate’s behalf rests squarely on the candidate; penalties should 

be stringent enough to ensure compliance by candidates (1961)  

…………………………………………………… 

 

FINANCING STATE GOVERNMENT  

LWVUS Position (Tax Policy): The federal system, taken as a 

whole, should be progressive, not proportional. LWVUS supports 

income as the major tax base for federal revenues. (1984)  

LWVMN Position: Support a balanced and diversified revenue 

system that is equitable, competitive with other states, progressive 

and reliable. Support long-term financial management, projections 

and a budget reserve. (1995) 

  

Details - Support:  

 A balanced and diversified revenue system which relies on a 

combination of broad-based taxes and user fees 

…………………………………………..  
 A progressive individual income tax with a graduated rate 

schedule  

 A broad-based retail sales tax with exemptions for essential 

items to reduce the impact on low-income persons  

 The use of an equitable property tax as the primary source of 

financing for services provided by local governments and a 

partial source of financing education (see the Financing 

Education position.) 

See https://www.mn.gov/mmb/ for state budget info. 

……………………………………………………….. 
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Promote social and economic justice.  

JUDICIARY  
LWVMN Position: Support a judicial system with the capacity to 

assure a speedy trial and equal justice for all.  

………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

SELECTION OF JUDGES  
LWVMN Position: (a) Initial appointment of judgeship by the 

governor, who must choose from among a list of qualified 

candidates forwarded by a nominating commission. (b) End-of-

term evaluation of the judge’s performance by an evaluation 
commission, results to be made available to the public. (c) 

Retention election: voters choose to retain or not retain the judge. 

(2008) 

  

Rationale 

 Appointment by the governor assures that new judges will be 

highly qualified and assures a role for the public on the 

commission. The commission should be broadly based and 

nonpartisan.  

 End-of-term evaluation provides voters with good information 

when they vote for judges. It assures a role for the public both in 

submitting information to the commission and in serving on the 

commission; the commission should be broadly based and 

nonpartisan.  

 A retention election gives the voting public the final word as to 

whether or not a judge should be kept in office. The merit 

selection/retention system has shown itself best at keeping 

politics and money out of elections. For those groups wishing to 

oust a judge there is a major disincentive: they cannot choose the 

judge's replacement.  

 The merit selection/retention system has shown itself best at 

keeping politics and money out of elections. For those groups 

wishing to oust a judge there is a major disincentive: they cannot 

choose the judge's replacement.  

 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

Promote an environment beneficial to life through the protection 

and wise management of natural resources in the public interest. 

  

LWVUS Position: Natural resources should be managed as 

interrelated parts of life-supporting ecosystems. Resources should 

be conserved and protected to assure their future availability. 

Pollution of these resources should be controlled in order to 

preserve the physical, chemical and biological integrity of 

ecosystems and to protect public health. (1986)  

…………………………………………………… 

AIR QUALITY  
LWVMN Position: Support measures to reduce air pollution from 

vehicular and stationary sources. 

  

ENERGY  
LWVUS Position: LWVUS supports: (1) energy goals and policies 

that acknowledge the United States as a responsible member of the 

world community; (2) reducing energy growth rates; (3) using a 

variety of energy sources with emphasis on conserving energy and 

using energy-efficient technologies………………………………. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 

……………………………………………… 

LAND USE 

……………………………………….. 
WATER RESOURCES  
LWVMN Position: Support a state role in the preservation and 

management of Minnesota’s water resources through protection, 
allocation, conservation, pricing and interbasin transfer policies 

protective of Minnesota’s current and future needs. (1985)  
……………………………………………….. 
SOLID WASTE 

……………………………………………… 

AGRICULTURE  
LWVMN Position: Support a system of sustainable agricultural 

production … which preserves and protects the state’s human and 
natural agricultural resources and enhances the environment… 

 



 

SOCIAL POLICY 

Secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all. Promote social 

and economic justice, and the health and safety of all Americans.  

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  
LWVMN Position: Support policies to ensure equality of 

opportunity in employment, real property, public accommodations, 

education and other public services for all persons…. 
………………………………………………………………. 
HOUSING  
LWVMN Position: All people have a right to housing. The public 

and private sectors should work together to ensure that everyone 

has access to adequate, decent, affordable housing.  

……………………………………………………… 

HEALTH CARE  
LWVUS Position: A basic level of quality health care at an 

affordable cost should be available to all US residents…. LWVUS 

favors a national health insurance plan financed through general 

taxes in place of individual insurance premiums. (1993)  

………………………………………………………. 
CHILD HEALTH  

LWVMN Position: Support access to comprehensive pre-natal and 

child health care. (1987) 

…………………………………………………… 

MENTAL HEALTH  
LWVMN Position: Support a comprehensive and coordinated 

system of programs and services for mentally ill adults and 

emotionally disturbed children and adolescents (hereafter referred 

to as “persons with mental illness”). Priority should be given to 

persons with serious and persistent mental illness and/or acute 

mental illness…. 
…………………………………… 

FAMILY AND CHILD ISSUES  
LWVUS Position: Early intervention and prevention measures are 

effective in helping children reach their full potential. The League 

supports policies and programs at all levels of the community and 

government that promote the well being, encourage the full 

development and ensure the safety of all children. These include:  

 child abuse/neglect prevention 

 quality healthcare, including nutrition and prenatal care  

 early childhood education  

 developmental services, emphasizing children ages 0-3  

 family support services  

 violence prevention (1994)  

……………………………………………………………. 
FAMILY VIOLENCE  
LWVMN Position: Support improved procedures for agencies 

dealing with family violence. Support improved services for the 

victims. 

……………………………………………. 
IMMIGRATION  
LWVMN Position: LWVMN supports incorporating immigrants 

into our communities by providing access to education, by 

endorsing the development of secure identification documents, and 

by respecting the right of law enforcement personnel to perform 

their duties without the burden of interpreting federal immigration 

policies. Oppose residents with legal immigrant status running for 

local office. (2003) 

…………………………………………….. 
FIREARMS  
LWVUS Position: Protect the health and safety of citizens through 

limiting the accessibility and regulating the ownership of handguns 

and semi-automatic assault weapons, and support the allocation of 

resources to better regulate and monitor gun dealers. (1990, 1994, 

1998)  

LWVMN Position: Support restrictions on the sale, possession and 

use of firearms by private parties in the state of Minnesota. (1990)  

[Details include licensing, registration, back-ground checks…] 
 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Secure equal educational opportunities for all Minnesota 

children. 

  

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  
LWVMN Position: Support increased state responsibility in creating 

equal public educational opportunities for all Minnesota children 

through measures to correct racial imbalance. Support equal access 

to education, employment and housing.  

 

Details - Support: 
 Correction of racial imbalance in the schools. The state should 

have the power to investigate, to set and enforce standards, and 

to give extra financial help to achieve these standards (1967)  

 Life-long access to public education for expanded job 

opportunities and personal enrichment to achieve education 

equity for all citizens (Convention 1983) (see Social Policy 

section)  

 

FINANCING OF EDUCATION  
LWVMN Position: All Minnesota children should have equal 

access to a good public education. State funding for education 

should be at a level that makes programs of comparable substance 

and quality available to all. A student’s access to a good education 
should not depend on the wealth of his or her school district.  

 

Details - Support:  

 

The concept of the foundation formula program (general education 

revenue). Any revisions in the current education financing system 

should support:  

 Provision of adequate funding to meet the real costs of education 

(1983)  

 The continuation of local excess referendum levies to raise 

additional money from property taxes until the State of 

Minnesota can ensure consistent and adequate funding of 

education throughout the state (1991)  

 State funding of the following cost differences among students: 

pupil unit weighting, poverty, special education, including gifted 

and language differences (ESL and LEP) (1991)  

 State funding of the following cost differences among school 

districts: scarcity, training and experience, desegregation and 

transportation (1991)  

 Using the income tax as the mainstay of school funding (1983)  

 Encouraging financial efficiencies (1983)  

 Requiring school districts to raise money from property taxes for 

building construction and debt service with local bond 

referendum levies approved by the state Department of 

Education (1991)  

 Allowing local districts to raise a limited amount of additional 

funds for supplemental programs through local levies, to 

maintain local choice and ensure local accountability (1983)  

 Reorganization of school districts with extremely low 

enrollments (1983)  

 The gradual phasing out of supplemental revenue (1991)  

 Maintaining most social and recreational services now offered at 

schools but seek alternative funding sources for many (1983)  

 

Updated 2017 

 

For complete and most current positions, see:  

 

LWVUS Impact on Issues 2018-2020 - 
http://lwv.org/content/impact-issues  

  

WVMN Program for Action 2019-2021- 
https://www.lwvmn.org/our-positions      

 

 

 


